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CLOSING REMARKS BY THE EXECUTIVE MAYOR 

OF WATERBERG DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY HER 

WORSHIP TLOTLANANG MOGOTLANE DURING 

THE  DISTRICT YOUTH PARLIAMENT  

14 JUNE 2013 

LLEKA LEKALAKALA COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

MOGALAKWENA LOCAL MUNICIPALITY 

  

Presiding Officer, 

The Mayor of Mogalakwena Local Municipality, Cde. 

Tlhalefi Mashamaite, 

The Chairperson of the District Youth Council, Cde. Nono 

Mabunda, 

MMC responsible for Special Projects, Cde. Amanda 

Mogotsi, 

MMC responsible for Social Development, Cde. Sipho 

Mhlanga, 

Councillors present, 

Representatives from various youth formations, 

Representatives from municipalities and sector 

departments, 

Our Youth in general, 

Ladies and gentlemen. 
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Good Day, Thobela, 

Honourable members, June is officially a “Youth Month” in 

remembrance of the youth of 1976 who stood up against 

unequal education and the apartheid regime`s policy of 

Afrikaans as the medium of instruction, above their native 

mother tongue and third language English. 

In commemorating and celebrating “Youth Month”, the 

Waterberg District hosts these Youth Parliament for young 

people from across all youth formations in the district to debate 

issues affecting young people. 

Youth Parliament is a discussion platform to encourage young 

people through active debates to take part in shaping the 

country and deepening democracy. The programme pays 

homage to our youth for the valuable contribution made to the 

country `s liberation and development.  

The district wants to ensure that youth structures continue to 

play a critical role in social transformation, reconstruction and 

development in post apartheid South Africa. 

Youth parliament serves as a mechanism to involve youth in 

debating the pressing issues faced by young people. It creates an 

opportunity for the youth to engage with government, 

municipalities and youth structures within their jurisdiction.  

It encourages them to take part in decision making and 

legislative processes.  
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The President of the African National Congress (ANC), Oliver 

Tambo, once said and i quote “ A society that does not invest 

in youth does not deserve its future”  . We are gathered here 

today as part of the Youth month that seeks to highlight 

government programmes on youth.  

However, Honourable members, addressing challenges facing 

youth today cannot be limited to one month in a year, but must 

be part of the integrated youth development programmes 

supported by initiatives of government in its entirety.  

Under a democratic dispensation, youth face  new challenges 

that as the leadership of the district are supposed to get to the 

bottom of trying to address. 

Presiding Officer, let me indicate that this year is the 37th 

commemoration of the youth which serves as a reminder of the 

sacrifices made by the youth of 1976 that you and i enjoy the 

freedom that we enjoy today. As we appreciates their efforts, we 

resolve to engage in economic development that we can use to  

sustain the gains reaped by our democracy. 

Estimates show that in South Africa children and youth 

constitute 70% of the , whilst youth aged 14 -35 constitute 

almost 41. 2%. 

The proportion depicts that the youth population will continue 

to grow in absolute numbers. It is therefore undisputed that, 

young people deserve a bigger share of development 

investments.  
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The increased population demand that all of us must seize  an 

opportunity to invest fully in  this generation in order to fully 

reap the benefits of development.  

The situation in South Africa faces is so complex than just fixing 

the education problems and hope for a change. There are large 

scores of youth who possesses no skills and also exited the 

education system pre maturely .  

We should therefore focus on working around skilling youth 

who are perhaps over the age of schooling. This strategy will 

intensifies skills development especially for those who dropped 

out of school.  

Honourable members, it is undisputable that almost 60 % of the 

youth aged below 35 have never worked and this means that 

they lost the opportunity to develop skills and gain work 

experience. It may also be of no value to pursue them to obtain 

matric , but rather  help them to obtain skills that will make 

them to be employed and lead sustainable livelihood. 

Ladies and gentlemen, substance abuse by our youth is still a 

nightmare in our district. A number of case studies suggest that 

one in two school children admit to be experimenting with 

drugs. The situation can pose a bigger threat if as compared to 

HIV and Aids if not addressed. We have hotspots in the district 

where “Nyaupe “ is the order of the day.  

Those hotspots include: Bela Bela, Mahwelereng and m 

Mookgophong amongst others. 
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The situation poses a serious challenge because it carries 

significant health risks, but it is also associated with serious , and 

often shocking social problems like: crime and violence, risky 

sexual behaviour, scholastic problems, accidents and injuries, 

mental and physical health problems. 

In the same breath ladies and gentlemen, we can no longer beat 

about the bush when we talk to our youth about the scourge of 

HIV and Aids. The statistics are alarming, Waterberg is again 

topping the least compared to all other districts in the province. 

The recent statistics indicates that the infections in the district 

has increased from a decrease of 26% to 30 %.  

We therefore together, have to do more to make sure that we 

create an HIV-free generation . We are also afflicted in this 

district by teenage pregnancies. Children should not be parents 

when they supposed to be children themselves, they should 

leave adult staff to adults. 

We are convinced that substance abuse is in most cases the main 

cause of these actions.   

Honourable members, we must therefore as a district prioritise 

mechanisms to combat substance abuse as well as prevention of 

violence against children and women.  

We are at all times encouraging our youth to volunteer their 

services to their communities so that they are able to contribute 

positively to social cohesion and nation building. 

The Waterberg district is committed to the development of the 

district`s young people to become involved in the work and 

programmes of government.  
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We look forward to engaging with youth in a variety of growth 

and developmental issues during the course of the month. 

Let me conclude by quoting Kofi Anan when he says” “ Young 

people should be in the forefront of global change and 

innovation. Empowered, they can be agents of 

development and peace”. 

 

“Let`s work Together for youth development and a drug 

free South Africa.” 

 

I THANK YOU!!! 

  

 

   

 

 

  


